
barbed arrows. Once, however, an opening was effected by the passage
of the first, the subsequent pins followed in the same track with the
greatest facility, and in fact unpcrceived by the patient, who was as much
surprised as his medical attendants could be, when, on taking off the
dressings, the head or the point of a pin was described, peeping up
among the granulations. With respect to the crepitus perceived in the
surrounding integuments, the same is described in the majority of the
very interesting cases of inflammation of the right iliac region, related by
Mr. Ferrai, in the Edinburgh Medical Journal, and is usually ascribed to
the commencement of gangrene. In this instance, however, the air
effused under the integuments was not to be ascribed to that cause, for
the gangrene was principally superficial, and confined to one spot, while
the crepitus was diffused through a considerable space, and in the bodyof the cellular tissue ; and again, long after the inflammation had been
subdued,' he passed air through the opening, as has been mentioned. In
such cases as have been described by Mr. Ferrai, it will be necessary to
examine carefully as to the origin of the emphysema, and not hastily to
ascribe it to gangrene. The adhesions of the coecum with the cellular
membrane outside the peritoneum are so intimate, and this portion of the
intestine is so liable to ulcération, and consequently to perforation, that
the passage of air from the latter into the former may very readily occur,
and thus produce an appearance which, if mistaken for gangrene, will
give rise to a very inappropriate course of treatment. It is evident that,
in our case, the pins must have passed through the coecum in the part
now alluded lo, and not through the peritoneum ; as, in the latter case,
the symptoms of peritoneal inflammation would infallibly have been
present.—Medical Gazette.

For the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.
ON THE USE OF OPIUM

Mr. Editor,—I am glad to see you calling the attention of your read-
ers to the nature, use, and abuse of opium, since we shall unquestionablyhave occasion for its boldest employment, in case our country should be
visited with epidemic cholera.

The largest dose of opium that I ever knew administered at once by
a physician, was thirty grains. This was to a patient who had been
subject to occasional paroxysms of spasmodic icterus, of the most painfulkind. The dose soon relieved the paroxysms for which it was given,and was followed by no inconvenience. I do not, however, think such
heavy practice justifiable. It would have been much safer to have giventhe opium in the quantity of four or five grains at once, if it had been
necessary to repeat it every twenty or thirty minutes, for an hour or two.
In the same disease, I once gave a female patient ten grains, within an
hour and three quarters. Calling the next day, I found her comfortable,
exercising herself by walking from one room to another.—A man called
on me who, as he said, had just taken a half a wineglassful of laudanum,
which be had mistaken for bitters. I gave it as my opinion, that if he
continued to exercise, and did not suffer himself to fall asleep fora few
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hours, he would be in no danger ; but as the safest measure, I advised,
and rather insisted on giving him, an emetic. He, however, said he
hated lo miss his dinner, as it was about ready, and rather better than'
common ; and besides, that it was indispensable for him to attend busi-
ness in the afternoon. He consequently returned home, ate a heartydinner of turkey, drank three or four glasses of Madeira, and then went
to his customary employment, which was that of an auctioneer. No in-
convenience followed.—A Professor slated to his class, that opium might
be taken, with impunity, to an enormous extent, beginning moderately
and increasing every hour till several grains were swallowed at a time,
and then again diminishing it in the same ratio. Shortly after,
three or four of his pupils, though attending the lectures and to their
studies as usual, were under the operation of seventy or eighty grains a

day. No disagreeable consequences followed the experiments of these
young men, or inconvenience sufficient to interrupt them, or prevent
them from attending to all their customary duties.—If the first close is not
large enough to extinguish life, and this is followed by another before the
secondary or narcotic effects of opium begin to appear, it seems to be
pretty evident that the use of this article may be carried to a very great
extent, without any immediate danger. The greatest inconveniences,
that I know of, are a troublesome itching of the nose, sometimes extend-
ing over the whole body, and torpor of the bladder, occasionally so great
as to demand the catheter. There is, besides, frequently a considerable
hoarseness. It has a peculiar effect upon the mucous membrane, lessen-
ing its secretions over all the surface where it is situated. I have never
seen intoxication, or anything like it, either of body or mind, supervene,
from taking this drug the most freely, when the precautions are rigidly
observed of giving a new dose before the secondary effects of the former
are manifested. Possibly I ought to except a few persons of an hysteri-
cal temperament, who sometimes act very strangely after taking a single
grain. But some of these patients are exceptions to all rules, whether
they take medicines or not. I believe that the opium sickness that is
sometimes very troublesome, when the patient is in an erect position,
rarely or never occurs when proper pains are taken to prevent the
secondary effects, and the article is gradually and regularly abstracted.

I once knew a woman of upwards of eighty years of age, who was

very active and industrious, and brought up a large family of children.
She had been in the daily habit, for more than forty years, of taking a

single dose of laudanum, to palliate an asthmatic cough. She had gradu-
ally increased the quantity of the dose, so thai it at last amounted to a

tablespoonful. She finally died of an acute catarrhus senilis. By pal-
liating her cough with laudanum, she had enjoyed more comfortable
health, and was more active, than most old people ; and there was

nothing peculiar in her last sickness, except a less susceptibility to the
action of the usual remedies, than is common. Neither she, nor the
other persons of my acquaintance who have daily used opium, were
troubled with costiveness.

Perhaps the daily taking of opium is the most powerful antaphrodisiac
known. Its habitual use for a time produces all but iuipotency. R.
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